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~the earth and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.” 18 So Noah went forth, and his sons, his wife, -
and his sons' wives with him. ¢ Every living being, every creeping thing, and every bird,
everything that moves on earth came out of the Ark by their families.
20 Then Noah built an altar to HAsHEM and took of every clean animal and of every clean bird,
and offered burnt-offerings on the altar. 2! HasHeM smelled the pleasing aroma, and HASHEM said
in His heart: “I will not continue to curse again the ground because of man, since the imagery
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No ach did not beseech God on behalf of mankind. The world
was engulfed with water and civilization was ex@pare'd."‘?’he_
Hood was called after No'ach — “Waters of No'ach,” attvib-
yted to him due to his failure to pray for the people.”

No’ach devoted 120 years of his life providing a graphic stimu-

lus to repentance. Why then do our Sages hold him culpable? And
» why indeed did he not beseech the Almighty for the people’s sake?
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Rashi implies that Noach did not completely believe in God — “he

at once believed and did not believe.” It seems that Noach suffered from
a profound internal dissonance. He was not fully convinced that God’s
word would be fulfilled. Perhaps the waters will subside after all, he kept
hoping. Only when the water threatened to drown him did he reluc-

tantl

take refuge in the ark. This is Rashi's portrayal of the incident.
Rashi makes a very serious accusation here. Essentially Rashi is stat-

ing that Noach was a skeptic.

k3

It is difficult to understand how Rashi can even suggest such a

thing. It seems ludicrous to imply thal a man who spent a hundred and
twenty vears of his life building the ark and enduring the ongoing

stinging ridicule of his entire generation lacked faith in God. How can
Rashi accuse Noach of incomplete belief in God, when Noach was the
only believer of his generation?

In order to understand Rashi’s view, we must firstydefine the term

emunah. Although it is the foundation of our belief system, sur{gisingly
few people understand what it means to “have faith.”

Consider this question:
Immediately following the morning prayer service, il is customary

to recite the Thirteen Principles of Faith, which begin with the words “I
believe with cornplete faith that...” However, what should a person da if

he is almost — but not completely — convinced that these principles of

faith are true? Should he recite the Thirteen Principles of Faith, or

would this be considered hypocrisy on his part?

\3

~/ Our initial response might be that such a person should not recite
the Thirteen Principles of Faith. Before professing himself a firm be-

liever, let him first resolve his internal conflicts.

If this is our reaction, then what we are, in fact, saying is that doubt

precludes faith. Can such a contention be supported? Does this axiom

correspond with the Torah’s viewpoint? Why do we think that faith
cannot exist together with uncertainty?

Christianity demands from its followers blind faith. Logic and rea-

spn are viewed as extrinsic to religion, and doubts are undesirable reac-

tions that are to be stifled and purged from the mind of the believer.

The approach of Judaism, on the other hand, is one that encour-

ages questions. Faith that is not based on reason is considered fragile

and dubious. Blind faith is for fools; the Torah demands that people
think, that they attain faith by means of the intellect. One is expected
first to examine every aspect of one’s belief in God through the lens of
reason before taking the final alogical step that is called ermunah.

This concept can be likened to the process employed by a surgeon

in deciding to perform surgery. First he deliberates whether to operate.
Is the patient strong enough to undergo surgery? What are the chances
of the operation succeeding? What risks aré involved?

¥ In the end the surgeon may decide to operate on the basis of a 60-
percent chance of success. He takes into consideration that there is a 40-

percent chance that the patient will die on the operating table, but

since the chances of success are greater, the surgeon may decide to per-
form the operation.

"y All these considerations are relevant only while the doctor is still
seated at his desk in his office. However, by the time he walks into the

operating room and grasps a scalpel, he is no longer thinking about the pa-

tient’s chances of emerging from this operation alive. On the scene, he sets

out to perform a 100-percent successful operation. His awareness of the

fact that the patient has a 40-percent chance of dying is not manifest while
the operation is in progress.

The same can be said of emunah. A highly intelligent person must by

definition entertain doubts in his mind. Even so, he can make a 100-

1id

kf

rcent commitment to serve God on the basis of a 60:40 decision.
Someone who is 60 percent convinced that God exisls can commit his
entire life to that element of the equation, deliberately ignoring his 40
percent of doubts regarding this matter. Even though he may remain un-
convinced regarding certain aspects of religion, he has the ability to
make an hanest decision to observe the laws of the Torah through choos-
ing to act in accordance with one side of his doubt equation. This deci-
sion is called emunal.

Avraham embodied this concept. He, too, had doubts (see Shem
MiShmuel, parashas Lech Lecha), yet he attained an unprecedented level of
rightecusness. Why? Because emmuriah is evaluated according Lo the quality,
of one's actions, nol one's thoughts. Actions must be one-sided; thoughts
may, entertain a wide range of possibilities.

Bearing this concept in mind, let us try to understand why Rashi
criticizes Noach's level of faith. Did Noach have doubts? We must say
absolutely that he did, but those doubts are not what placed him at
fault. Noach's problem was that he allowed his doubts to affect his ac-
tions. Had he ignored his doubls and entered the ark when God com-
manded him to do so, the Torah would have considered him perfectly
righteous. Unlike Avraham, Noach did not act in accordance with onl
one element of his doubt equation, Instead he redcled 1O his overall in-

tellectual uncertainty, allowing his doubts Lo be manifest in his actions.

Noach worked on the ark for a hundred and twenty years, but

apain, his toil was a reaction lo God's commandmenl. When people
asked him why he was building the ark, he likely answered them some-
thing along the lines of “God told me to build this ark because He plans
to destroy the earth.” Had Avraham been in Noach's position, no doubt
he would have traveled all over the world and urged mankind o
change their ways. Based on what we know about Avraham, we cap pre-
sume that he would have acted. Noach, however, remained passively
® “where he was, only answering people's questions — he merely reacfed,
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The Tallor of Tzippori

in the Galilean city of Tzippori lived a simple man named Yusta, a tailor by trade.
On the edge of the upper market, carved into the wall, stood his small stall, From
the day he came of age, Yusta stood faithfully at his post, needle and thread in
hand. Over the years, his presence became part of the city's scenery — as fixed and
predictable as the sun rising over the hills. From dawn until surset, Yusta bent pver
his warlk, stitching, patching, and mending.

as if proclaiming: “The Tailor of Tzippori — that's me, Yusta.” Although Chazal
taught that it was undignified to.go out that way, and that carrying a needle stuc
in one’s garment on Shabbos did not even count as carrying. But to Yusta, dignity
was worth far tess than anather customer. Perhaps the sight of that needle would
remind somecne of & loose button, earning Him two extra coins. And those two
coins might mean salted fish for supper instead of going without,

Through the alleys of Tzippori he would walk, needle proudly pinnad to his cloak;)

¢ this seems trivial to you, well -- perhaps it should, But ta Yusta, who knew nothing
of lofty aspirations or human greatness, foed was everything.

Yusta worked diligently for his customers. He patched tears so skillfully they all but
disappeared. He attached buckles like a seasoned craftsman. Occasionally, he even
received an order far an entire garment. Yet for all his labor, he was unnoticed and
%Unappreciated, by others'and by himself. He neglected his own life, letting it drift
by, one day bleeding into the next, one button after another.

At last, he reached the height of his career. All the townspeople acknowledged him

7 as “The Tailor of Tzippori,” the very title for which he had labored his whole life.

But then the dark thoughts came: “/s this all? [s this how my life will end? Is this
what | have devoted my years to?

Vista now stood at the moment of opportunity. Longings for his hometown of
I'zippori welled up within him. Though Tzippori had long forgotten Yusta, he had
never forgotten Tzippori. He still dreamed of raising its stature, of lifting his city
higher.

“If it pleases the king,” Yusta replied with reverence, “and if | have indeed found
favor in your sight, appoint me as Duke of my native city, Tzippori.”

without hesitation the king answered, “Yes, indeed, there is none wiser or more
discarning than you te govern Tzippori, You shall be the next Duke of Tzippori.”

Now, for the last time in his life, Yusta returned to his neadle and thread, sewing
himself a splendid robe with his own hands. He crowned his head with a stately
turban, bade farewell to the royal court that had been his home for the past few
years, and departed in honor, surrounded by an impressive entourage, to assume
his new role in his old hometown.

LA .

“It is hel It is Yustal”

And Yusta himself heard it. Indeed, it seemed he had long anticipated that very
moment,

The duke suddenly ordered the royal carriage to halt. He turned to the whispering
crowd. Silence fell, and with a meaningful smile, he said:

“Ah! You marvel at the transformation that | underwent. You are utterly
* astonished. But know this — | am more astonished than you! Upon myseif | could
say the pasuk [Shir HaShirim 6:12): ‘1 did not know; my soul made me chariots for a
princely people (Amei Nadiv).”"
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Itabhl Ezrachi raised yet another searching gquestion on the N]edra_\'sh. The people’s
wonder at the poor tailor who had risen to become ruler of the city is clear. Yusta's
own wonder at himself is also understandable. But why, asked Rabbi Ezrachi, does
Yusla tell them that his astonishment is greater than theirs? Were they not all
marveling at the same miracle?

waorlds apart.The people marveled at an enigma beyond their grasp how a tailor

Cabhi Ezrachi explained that no, their amazement and his astonishment were

ould have become a duke. But Yusta was shaken by semething far deeper.

Let's take a careful look again and understand what he said to the people of
Tzippori:

"“You wonder how Yusta the tailor became Duke Yusta. But | wonder over

S¢something else entirely: how could Duke Yusta have ever been a tailor?

x “If within me lay the talents, the gifts, the potential to rule, how could | have wasted

the best years of my life hemming garments and mending buttons? | laborad, |
strove, and in the end, | won the ‘great title’ of The Tailor of Tzippori!” And what
was it worth? Trivialities, vanities! Was this to be the summit of my life?

", Duke Yusta, once thought my highest aspiration was a neighbor's torn cloak or
an extra coin to buy a supper of salted fish. Could such smallness really have defined
me?!”

And he continued: "Your amazement lies in how | have changed, which is indeed a
wender. Perhaps one day | will even write a self-help book and call it ‘From Tailor
to Duke.’ But this is not the true marvel. The real wonder is: / did not know not my
own soul.

@'How could I, the tailor, not recognize myself? How could | have failed to see that

the gifts within me were chariots prepared for greatness? How could | not have
lenown that Heaven had set me apart for nobility?”
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